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vou're keen to push up the grades a little,
then a matched pair of technical tools is
the way to go. Technical tools generally
consist of an inclined pick, an adze for
chopping and cutting, or a hammer head
for placing pegs and ice and turf
protection. And with the extra stability
afforded by two tools, climbing steeper
pitches will feel much more secure and a

lot less harrowing.

This issue’s
technical
winter guru
Mark 'Baggy'
Richards is an
AMI
committee member with many years’
experience working and climbing in
the Scottish and Welsh Mountains.
He holds the MIC and works full time
at Plas y Brenin in North Wales.

Q. Is light really right?

A. Buying a set of ultra lightweight
“Gucci” tools may seem a good
exchange for your money and might

help you on an alpine snow/ice route.
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However if you're climbing in
Scotland then your axes will take on
the whole spectrum of conditions
including the tough stuff - rock.

a- With so many tools
available how do I decide what
to get?

A- James offers good advice
above. However for a superb, all
round, bombproof, technical axe then
consider a pair of DMM Flys. These
axes will take anything you throw at
them, will suit all types of climbing
and come with @ modular pick
system. Mine seem indestructible.

Q. What'’s the best way to
carry my lovely axes?

A. Whilst walking into routes
having the two axes either side of
your pack will equal the weight out.
Consider sliding them down between
the side compression straps and sac,
with the picks peinting towards your
back or tucked under the rucksack
lid. This prevents eye level peril for
people behind you.

Q- Can |l ice axe arrest with a
technical tool?

A. Technical tools are certainly not
as easy to arrest with as a traditional

axe. In order to protect yourself
effectively you first need to either
remove the leash or wrap it around
the top of the shaft and the head of
the axe. Now you can swap the axe
from hand to hand more quickly and
efficiently. Stay on the ball as the axe
could well grip the snow/neve
quicker, and with more grab than a
traditional axe whilst arresting.

Q- should you climb with the
pick only?

A- Yeu can use the adze, hammer,
shaft and head to assist you in that
quest for the top - your axe is a tool
not a valuable jewel. The term






